> hd gs RP Y ti Set 4 ’ 
C4 ~ car ti. + WD) ay > 
ee pee a te Pe eae 4, Oe past Lea ne 
les 4 {bi ee % y Petar A ; os MEE PG BF ng at fe ee ae se a Ae AT Pe aoe 2 oF Pe Cie - Sn he 4 
We 7 Sah te . ‘ > , “ ; . # ee a F P20 . Migs 8 ee ee a7 ee ey ee so ig ae Te “ae “eZ etme gt? 2h a ioe AE > foe —f 
; 5 re K > ; © s Seid AE Ge ‘ S ° iy spe 2 Po tae 2 a OD ce *, Sf Ce EE oi, Py to i a Se 4. ee Pig Am a rg ng J 
Koes » RS : ‘ : ie, A : rt, , . te eS is a ; ¢ Z ; Va es 4 8 Be ee . i: ~ % ; a 4 RES CP aT, See oa ee . £10 Sor G Pie ee ele Tae “es a a pint a! 
“ J ; . F + , ae 4 Pte 4 oe . . ote Fed “4 z*% 54 Pina a y J + < iy oe 
4 4 Ce BS ped ms > : ° . a v 0 ae ee ai 7, es 4 Tit % aE ih a iz LSet L %y ea 
: ‘i ge ee SEF ~ < mt a ie $4, aT 4 aaa a 
ES inte | i, DA te ls. Meee ak tae 
* be Ky) Fat P_ Ta ve whe 
Fe i * i‘. BSE: ae ms £," 
L . Ler orate 
PEAS 07 ‘ Zz 


CONFIDENTIAL} 


REPORT 61 of 1898. 
NATIVE PAPERS 


Week ending the 17th December 1898. 


CON TENTS 


Page. | - Page. 


I.—Forsian Poritics, ( 1)—Railways aud communications, including cana/e 
and irrigation— : 


Nil. 


: A complaint agai ; : , 
II.—Homz ADMINISTRATION. P gainst a railway Station Master vd 1069 
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a)—Police— 


The case of the 4 

emdinintety ia 1061 re the mente of Chanteanet in Chit- “ 
Oppressive zamindars in Tangail aes i ' The Famine Commission's report vee 1070 
A case of police openvedion ee io i ye 


(})}—- Working of the eitten ae oa III.—Lyerstatrva. 


The Subdivisional Officer of Madaripur in the opium i 
case os oe (00. The Cal : 

Mr. . nang imag Officer of Raneghat see 1063 a _ —— the Select oo ib 

Jarjeeling case er section or the Th F B sane Ps 

Indian Penal Code... ae *Glenders end Barey Bill ws «we 20 

Mauivi Fazlal Karim, Deputy Magistrate of Mun- 
shigan} an .. 3064 | | 

The Subdivisional Officer of Ranaghat ... 1». 1065 1V.~Narive Srarss. 

Leave for namdz refused toa Musalman juror... $b. | : | 

Maulvi Fazlal Karim = a os oe 


(c):—Jaile— j 


— V.—Prospsots or riz Onors ann Oonpiriow oF 
THE PEOPLE. 


Nil. 


d)— Education | 
(¢)— Education : | Nil. 


J aia in the Chittagong Madrassa .... ... 1066 
The last B. L. Examination a oe : VI.—Musosttaszovs, : 
Musalmans in the Education Department tb, 
Backwardness of Musalman education in the Presi- | 

ib. The coming Congress eee _ 006 ae sb. 


dency Division ia a 
A petition on behalf of the ‘Arabic students of the 


Calcutta Madrassa as vat ..- 1067 
The Madrassa system of education... see 1068 Uarra Parzas. 
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Lis‘. OF NEWSPAPERS. 


—— ee” 


a 


bn — a! —_,,, , ——4 
, ported Dates of received | 
No. : Names of Newspapers. Place of publica:i-n. nee snl and mined for the Renate 
| : ae | week, 
— : , 
| BenGati. CaLcurta. 
Weekly. 
1.) Bangavasi” ... .. | Calcutta i 26,000 | 1°th December, 1898. 
2 |*Basumati” ... ...| Ditto see 16,008 | Sth ditto. © 
g | * Hitaishi’’ 2 Ditto ec 860 | 
‘4 ‘6 Hitavadi sa abi cee Ditto eee About 4,000 9th ditto. 
6 | “Mihir-o-Sudhakar "’ | Ditto ase 1,600 | 9th = ditto. | 
6 |“ Prativasi”  ... - | Ditio i poe 12th _— ditto. | | 
7 |“Samay” ae .| Ditto om $,000 ye! "es 16th Decembe 
8 | “*Sanjivani’’ _... : a Ditto 0 8,000 | 10th ditto. 
9 | “Som Prakash” | Ditto 4 1,000 | 28th November, 1898. 
Daily. ) 
1 |‘ Banga Vidya Prakashika’’ | Calcutta we 201) 
2 | “Samvad Prabhakar”’ we | Ditto a 2,000 | 9th, 10th, 13th and 16th 
| December 1893. 
8 | “Samvad Purnachandrodaya”| Ditto ie 200 | 9th, 10th and 12th to 16th 
| December, 1893. 
Hinpt. } 7 
Fortnightly. : 
} 
1 | ‘Marwari Gazette” .» | Calcutta sen | 400 
i & Weekly. : | 
] ws Hindi Bangavasi ” eee , Caleutta eee 6,500 12:h December, 1898. 
| Daily. | 
1 | “Bharat Mitra”’ we. | Calcutta 4: ae 6th to 10th and 12th 
| December, 1898. 
PERSIAN. 
Weekly. 
1 | “Hablul Mateen ” «| Calentta - os'bii ) 
2 “6 Mefta-hur-safar ig eee | Ditto _e. |. Maeeee i 
Unpv. | | 3 
Weekly. | 
1 i* Dacoenmenet and Urdu | Calcutta om | 320 | 8th December, 1898. 
Guide.” | 
2 ‘General and Gaubariasi’’| Ditto ie $80 | 8th ditto. 
Tri-weekly. | 
1 | “Nusrat-ul-Islam ” Calcutta | ie or gg 12th December, 
_Bryaatt. Borpwas Drvisron. | 
1 | * Ulubaria Darpan” -+s| Ulubaria a ee 
Weekly. : 
1 | “Bangabandhu” ... | Chandernagore ase seus 9th December, 1898. 
2 |‘ Bankura Darpan’’ ... | Bankura ove 672 | 
8. | “Burdwan Sanjivani ” -.| Burdwan | | 240 
4 |‘ Chinsura Vartavaha’’ _.,. | Chinsura ses 400 | 11th ditto. 
& | * Rducation Gazette” .. | Hooghly a 1360 | #th — ditto. 
6 “ Pallivasi’’ .. | Kalna “= 476 | 7th @itte. 
| Bsvean. | Pagsrpawor Drviszon., 
Weekly. | : | 
1 |* Murshidabed Hiteishi” ...| Mershidsbad =... 655, 7th ditto. 
2 | Vraukar roe | “‘Ditte ‘eal 603 | 9th ditto. 
| 


| 


No. 


Va”) 


Names of Newspapers. 


Urtya. 
Weekly. 
‘*Sambalpur Hitaishini 
‘*Samvad Vahika” 
‘‘ Oriya and Navasamvad"’ 
“ Utkal Dipika ” 
Hrnot. 
Monthly. 
‘* Bihar Bandhu” 
Urpv. 
Weekly. 


“Al Punch”... 
‘*Gaya Punch”... 


BENGALI. 
Weekly. 


‘¢ Hindu Ranjika”’ 
sé Kangal - 


“ Rangpur Dikprakash ”’ 
‘Hinpr. 
Monthly. 
| Darjeeling Mission ke Masik 
Samachar Patrika.”” 
| BENGALI. 
Fortnightly. 
‘“ Faridpur Hitaishini’’ 
‘ Kasipur Nivasi ” 


Weekly. 


“ Barisal Hitaishi’”’ 
‘Charu Mihir” 


‘‘ Dacca Prakash ” 
“Sanjay ”’ ne 
‘Saraswat Patra’’ 
ENGLISH aND Bena@ati. 
Weekly. 
‘‘ Dacca Gazette” | 
BENGALI. 


Fortnightly. 
* Tripura Hitaishi”’ 


Weekly. 


“ Sansodhini - eee 
BrnGal.l. 
Fortnightly. 


‘“ Paridarsak ” 
| “ Silchar” 


Orissa Drvreron. 


Bamra in the Central 
Provinces. 
sore 
Ditto 
Cattack 


Patna Division. 


Bankipur 


Bankipur oe 
Gaya eco 


RaseHawi Division. 


Boalia, Rajshahi 
Cooch Behar 


Kakina, Rangpur 


Darjeeling 


Dacca Division. 


Faridpur 
Kasipur, Barisal 


Barisal 
Mymensingh 


Dacca 


Faridpur 
Dacca 


Dacca | coe 


Currtacone Divisiox. 


Comilla 


Chittagong 


Assam. 


About 600 


600 
400 


2438 


180 


300 
900 


2,400 


About 600 


28th September, 1898. 


28th 
24th 


ditto. 
ditto. 


7th December, 1898. 
1898. 


11th December, 1898. 
Yth ditto. 
10th ditto. 


1898. 


80th November 1898. 


80th ditto. 
99th ditto. 


7th and 14th December, 


6th and 12th December, 


This paper is said to 
circula- 


have some 


tion in the Division, 


bat the number of 


subscribers could 


not be ascertained. 
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Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police.. 


The Aitavadi of the 9th December has heard of the ravages of leopards 


. .« Im Pandua and the neighbouring. vill 
gntrite tt bopeels in the tt caaty disttict. “The entuaale: axe ile toed 
cows and goats almost every day. 


2. The Dacca Prakash of the 11th December complains that Babus 


Pramathanath Rai Chaudhuri and Manmathanath 
Rai Chaudhuri, sons of Srimati Bindubasini Chau- 
dhurani, a zamindar of Santosh, in the Tangail 
subdivision of the Mymensingh district, have proved themselves very oppres- 
sive. Lately it has transpired in the Court of the Subdivisional Officer of 
Tangail that Pramatha and Manmatha Babus attempted to forcibly take 
possession of a village belonging to the estate of the Munshis of Kalihati, 
They began to oppress the raiyats of the village, who were at last forced to 
seek shelter in a@ law court. - The Subdivisional Cfficer ordered the zamindars 
to keep the peace, and bound them down with a security. But Pramatha 
Babu, one of the zamindars, lives in Calcutta, and is one of the supporters of 
the National Congress. He did not care to carry out the order of the Sub- 
divisional Officer. Four hundred Jathials in his employ were set upon the poor 
villagers of Dhama Basuri, and they committed all sorts of oppression in the 
village. The Sub-Inspector who went to put down the riot was assaulted, 
but that officer strangely enough hushed up the offence committed against him, 
and sent up only two men, whom the § ubdivisional Officer has sentenced to 
imprisonment for three months each. These two men, however, are perfectly 
innocent. The real offenders have been allowed to be at large. Such was not, 
however, the case when the Congress did not come to exist. Then the public 
officers did not fail to do their duty simply out of fear for the Congress. 
Pramatha Babu's fatier had once to serve as a special constable for breaking 
the peace. But those days are gone. Rich and educated men can now safely 
oppress their weak countrymen. | 


3. The same paper thus relates a case of police oppression :— 
Babu Basanta Kumar Basu of Gosain Hat, in 
the Faridpur district, is a retired police Sub- 
Inspector He is an honest man, and is in the habit of helping his neighbours. 
The local police and zamindar are alleged to commit oppression in the neigh-’ 
bourhood of his house, and Basanta Babu is in the habit of helping the 
oppressed. This offended the zamindar and the police, and they, it 18 com- 
lained, combined with the Subdivisional Officer of Madaripur, against whom 
aenuds Babu is said to have written now and then in the Bengal Times. The 
upshot of this combination, according to Basanta Babu’s version, was this: 
a raiyat of the zamindar referred to above preferred a false charge against 
Basanta Babu, alleging that he had taken Rs. 15 from him, saying that he 
would reinstate him in the post of chaukidar, from which he had been removed. 
On the complaint being silk the Subdivisional Officer ordered the issue of a 
warrant against the accused. The Court Inspector was instructed to conduct 
the case,.and the complainant’s mukhtar, it is said, was advised to cite the 
police’ Sub-inspector as a witness. The accused was not given an opportunity 
to cross-examine the complainant’s witness. No pleader or mukhtar 18 will- 
ing to defend the accused for fear of the Deputy Magistrate. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


4.. The Sanjay of the 9th December has the following :— ees 
| | | It is not yet clear to us under what provision of 
The Subdivisional Officer of what Act Babu Kumud Nath Mukharji, Subdivisional 
syne, aaead oe maa Officer of Madaripur, rE Ne entertained and 
tried the groundless opium case against Babu Ballal Bihari Datta. 

“ 1s Cassius Pg eso several legal points with a view to ‘induce Govern- 
ment tu make the law on the subject more explicit, and thereby lar e 

similar abuse of power by law courts to the dismay of the’ people. The Su 


Oppressive zaminders in Tan- 
gail. 


A case of police oppression. 
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divisional Officer who tried the case has himself said that the transport of one t/a 
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cf opium does not constit ite'a@ penal offence. © In the several clauses of section 9 


of Act I of 1878, the words ‘‘import,” ‘‘ export” and “‘ transport” are no doubt. 


all used in a commercial sense. The sending of opium by a man to his father or 
other relative for his own use does not certainly come under atiy of those clauses. 
Even if Baba Balla) Bihari had sent half a:éola of opium by post he would not 
have been for this reason guilty of an offence under clause (dy of the said section 9, 
It is strange and alarming to the people that a judicial officer should fail to see 
this plain thing. We have come to learn that our worthy Subdivisional Officer 
instituted proceedings against Babu Ballal Bihari Datta under Government Cir. 
cular No. 3526 of the 17th’ September 1869. We cannot help admiring the 
Deputy Magistrate's cpr ut the whole of Act XIV of 1866, under 
section 60 of which the circular in question was issued, was repealed before 18th 
July last. From his knowing nothing of so late an occurrence, it appears that 
the shrewd Deputy Magistrate has not yet had time to read through the Acts 
passed after the sixth decade of this century. Aged people have to spell out 
every word in their Rdmdyan. Kumud Babu, however new as a Deputy Magis- 
trate, is old in years. It will be well for him if he soon comes under the 5§ 
years’ rule. Act I of 1878, we admit, is still in force and under the above 
circular sending of opium by post 1s an offence triable under that Act. . But the 
Act was passed nine years after the circulur in question. But although there are 
various clauses in se:tion 9 of that Act relating to the “import,” “ export, ” 
“transport,” “sale” and ‘‘ possession” of opium, there is no elause relating to 
the sending of opium by post. No evidence is therefore required to prove that 
the circalar in question was repealed before the Act was: passed. rary 
If anybody himself carries or sends by a servant or an acquaintance opium 
under 5 éolas, the act comes under the clause relating to ‘‘ possession ”’ referred to 
above. It makes no difference whutever when opium is sent by post, for in this 
case the Postal Department is the servant that carries the thing, the owners thereof 
being the sender us well as the recipient The sending of opium under 5 Zola 
therefore constitutes no offence under the above circular. | : 
We are not aware whether Kumud Babu has read through the new Crimin 
Procedure Code. F ven if sending of opium by post be an offence and Babu 
Ballal Bibari has sent i+ by post, his offence was completed as soon as he delivered 
the parcel at the Champanagar Post Office, and took a receipt for it. The offence 
was therefore triable at Bhagalpur. Even if the consignee refused, at Kartikpur, 
to receive the article, and opium was found on opening the parcel in contraven- 
tion of the rules of the Postal Department, the consequence of the act of sending 
cannot be said to ensue at Kartikpur. Within the meaning of the law the con- 
sequence of an act must be a part and parcel of the offence and the act and 
consequence should together constitute an offence. The wise Hakim has dis- 
covered in clause (c) of section’'179 of the Criminal Procedure Code an illustra- 
tion analogous to the case under notice. Who shall teach the old man who will 
call a glow-worm a star? Again, section 191 of the new Criminal! Procedure 
Code expressly provides that when a Magistrate takes cognisance of an offence 
upon information received from any person other than a police officer, or upon 
his own knowledge or suspicion, that suck offence has been committed, the 
accused shall be informed that he is entitled to have the case tried by another 
Court. Kumud Babu, however, denied Ballal Bihari Babu the benefit of this 
provision, even when the latter claimed it. So much for the trial. The 
enquiry was equally wonderful. The Post Office Act provides that when any 
prohibited article is found in a:parcel, the fact should be forthwith reported to 
the Postmaster-General of the: Presidency. This was not done in the present 
case. The Postmaster-General of Bengal -says that the case was not instituted 
at the instance of the Postal Department. ‘he local postal officer, Babu 
Hemnath, however, contends that his own authority is sufficient, and that the 
Postmaster-General is nobody in the matter. Ballal Bihari Babu was deluded 
with the assurance that an enquiry was being made into the case. But pro- 
ceedings were secretly instituted against him. Proceedings were instituted 
on the 18th July, and an investigation was held by Hemnath Rohe on the 15th 
August. We have had good proof that out of the oral and written evidence 
produced before him Hemnath Babu accepted only such as might prove 
advantageous to him. If the'péétal authorities do not ‘attend: to even such ® 


| grave matter and condignly punish the guilty parties, the public will be very 
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much alarmed. Almost all respectable people now-transmit and receive mone ; 
through the post office, and nobody will be ‘safe if things like these go on. 4 a 
It. was wrong to institute the case at all, and the enquiry made into it was | 
wrongly: conducted. Who is responsible for the disgrace, disquictude, domes- 
tic troubles, pecuniary loss, bereavements, and loss of health suffered by an 
educated person in consequence of the rashness of one man?. It is for the 
authorities to decide whether Hemnath Babu or Kumyd Babu is to be held 
responsible for this. we oe e ~ | 
Although there. were many educated and respectable persons near him, 
the Postmaster of Kartikpuy opened the parcel at dusk in the presence of two 
barbers, @ low-class Musalman, a very aged village patwart, and two postal 
ons subordinate to him, and had a declaration signed by these witnesses, 
he declaration does not refer to any letter, but repeatedly states that the 
parcel was not opened before. A letter was, however, subsequently produced. 
t must have been written * aang by one girl to another. The parcel 
was, however, sent by Ballal Bihari Babu to his: father. What did the worthy 
Subdivisional Officer then make out of this letter? The cover of the parcel 
does not bear Ballal Bihari Babu’s seal. The paper. containing the address is 
divided into two parts, written upon by two different hands. There is a cut in 
the cloth of the cover opposite to the side where the Postmaster opened it. 
We do not know what the Deputy Magistrate thought of these things. 
5. A Ranaghat corresporident of the Hitavadi of the 9th December says — aitavanr, 
} ne _ that Mr. Craven, Subdivisional Officer of the place, Dec. 9th, 1898. 
conte piaven, Subdivisioml Of- does not yet seem to have come to his senses. He 
naghat. nb Messy . 
sn now generally spends his time in making tours, and, 
as there are no whipping triangles in the mufassal, his whipping propensity 
seems for the time to be in check. - Bat his habit of losing his temper at the sight 
of shoes remains as strong as ever. He has also. developed a strong antipathy 
against country dogs, a number of which are every day killed by his orders, 
6. The same paper has the following :— stestine. 
| oan ‘ In a “aO50) mene M9 ar alg ba chy — under 
_ she Darjeeling case under sete saction 505(6) of the Indian Penal Code, which 
fae Ot) of the Indian Fenal 14d happened in the Darjeeling district, We 
wrote :—‘‘In no other civilised country in the 
world would cases like these be possible, much less would the accused be sent to 
jail. Every human being will be astonished to hear that a pregnant woman 
has been imprisoned for an offence under section 505 of the Penal Code.” 
(Report on Native Papers for 8rd December, paragraph 9). We will give 
here a detailed account of the woman’s case. | | 
- The woman’s name is Jasomati. She was employed as a tea-garden gr 4 
The charge against her was to the effect that when, on the 18th May last, she 
was running through the Lebong tea garden she told other coolies, who asked 
the reason of her so doing :—‘' They are killing men in the Darjeeling bazar ; 
what are you doing?” Hearing this, the coolies attempted to run away. 
But Mr. Harrison, Manager of the garden, came out and assured them that the 
rumour was unfounded. This assurance pacified the coolies, and they resumed 
work. Mr. Harrison, however, cid not stop here, but sent two men to capture 
mF the woman. When brought before him, he sent her in custody to the police- 
station with a letter. ‘The case not being a cognisable one, the Inspector to 
whom the woman was sent saw that her arrest had been illegal, and to make it 
lawful he at once applied for a warrant and got one without delay. Sent u 
in this manner, the accused came before a Magistrate. The case was hear 
the following day, that is, the 19th May. One w'tness deposed that he had 
seen the accused running, but, on asking her why she was running, got no 
reply ; that she then began to run faster and when further on, some coolies 
asked her the same question and she replied: ‘What are you about? They 
are killing men inthe bazar”; and that, on hearing this, the coolies were — 
alarmed and made ready to fly from their work. In this strange prose- 
cution Mr. Harrison, the Manager of the garden, was himself a witness; and 
he said, among other things, that various baseless rumours were heard in con- 
nection with the outbreak of plague, all to the,same effect, however, namely, S . 
that men would be killed; and that a large number of men had fled in conse- ‘ 
quence of thesé rumours. — ee 4 
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The accused in her defcnee stated that, as she was coming from Darjeelin g. 

a European attempted on the way to snatch away from her the ornament she 

wore round her neck; that alarmed at this she was running away, when some 
coolies asked her why she was running, and she replied in Nepalese :—* Mansé 
mérao,” which means not that men were being killed, but that a certain man 
had beaten or was about to beat her. The witness produced on behalf of the 
defence corroborated the accused’s statement, and it ison record that this 
witness was not in any way related to the accused. But the Magistrate dis- 
believed the accused and ber witness and convicted her, though in the judgment 
he stated that the accused created a false alarm simply to enjoy the fun, and that 
no other motive could be found for her conduct. The Magistrate also went out 


of the record and wrote in his judgment that when the mere cry of “ Si, Si” 
raised by a few schoolboys led to the killing of aman by stupid, illiterate 


_ persons, and when such things were happening daily, the rumour set afloat by 
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the accused must be considered to have been extremely dangerous. Conse- 
quently, he thought the accused’s guilt completely established. But, as her 
health was not good, he mercifully sentenced her to imprisonment for nine 
months only. 

The woman —"s against this sentence from jail, and the District 
Judge, while upholding the conviction, reduced the sentence to three months’ 
imprisonment. : 

The following points are noticeable in this case:— 

(1) Though, not a cognisable case, the police first took it up and 
next caused a warrant to be issued. | 
(2) The trying Magistrate has mentioned facts in the judgment 
which are not in the record. 
(3) A pregnant woman has been kept imprisoned for the offence of 
creating a false alarm from motives of fun. 

With joined hands we implore the kind-hearted Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal not to lose any time in making an enquiry into this case and doing 
justice to the poor woman. We firmly believe that under his wise, sympathetic 
and far-sighted rule no woman will have occasion to heave heavy sighs for 
unjust incarceration, - 

7. The same paper has the following :— 

Sates Mabe Masta: Diis _ Pained by the bad behaviour of their Sub- 
Magistrate of Munshiganj, — divisional Officer, Maulvi Fazlal Karim, and by 
| the manner in which he administers justice, and 
finding no other means of removing the evil, the people of Manclenst have 
at last submitted a memorial to the Lieutenant-Governor. We have seen @& 
copy of it. It contains very serious charges against the Maulvi. We hope 
the Government will make a thorough enquiry into these terrible allegations, 
and, if it finds the Maulvi guilty, will punish him adequately, or, if it finds 
the allegations false, will compel the memorialists to make an apology. In 
Madaripur, the Maulvi saved himself from punishment by taking shelter with 
big European ladies and gentlemen, but we do not believe that he will be able 
to escape punishment under the present just Government. Mr. Savage, the 
worthy and sympathetic Commissioner of the Dacca Division, has probably | 
by this time found him out. If not, the people of Munshiganj ought to enable 
him to see how matters stand. 
Since the re-opening of the Courts after the Puja vacation, the Maulvi 
has been angry with every one of those mukhtars who have sigued the memo- 
rial against him. We learn from our correspondent that the Maulvi is leaving 
no stone unturned to get opportunities for insulting these mukhtars and for 
getting them into trouble. ‘To save themselves from dishonour, these respect- 
able people have almost given up appearing in his Court. All applications 
made by them for the institution of cases are. at once rejected; and.they lose 
every case in which they appear. On the other hand, the Maulvi has become 
very Intimate with some other mukhtars, who have no standing in the bar. 
A complaint was filed on behalf of one Akrurmani by one of the mukhtars 
who have signed the memorial. The complainant’s deposition as recorded 
by an Honorary Magistrate was as follows :— 


‘¢ Srimati Akrurmani on solemn affirmation. Ashu alias Sris Gangali : 
assaulted me with cha’a and blows, etc., seizing me bv the hair. I had no 
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cloth on the upper part of my body in sequence of the beating. Some-eicht } 
days ago the accused told.me to hear him. ' I declined to ae i cad ee ad 
his mother. I was hence beaten on F riday last. The accused is unm aeelad.: | 


fat Bxdisarats 
—(8d.)-Waxstuppr Ammen, | 


Honorary Magistrate, & 
 %-11-98? - 


inl And the following order was passed in. the case by the Subdivisional © 

‘It isabsurd to believe that the complainant was assaulted because she | 
did not listen to Baproner proposal, Such a course on the part of the defendant — 
is altogether improbable. I consider the case to be utterly frivolous. Dis- : 
missed under section 203, Criminal Procedure Code. vat 


Me 
*> 
* 


(Sd.) F. Karm, 
| oo Deputy Magistrate. 
mee 7-11-98.” 


Is is not clear why the deposition was recorded by an Honorary Magistrate 
and the order was passed by the Subdivisional Officer. Nor do we see any 
improbability in the complainant’s statement. It is quite probable that when 
the accused’s mother was informed by Akrurmani of her son’s improper pro- 
posal to her, she chid her son, and the latter, in turn, wreaked his vengeance 
on Akrurmani by beating her. The complainant*is a young married woman 
whilst the accused is an unmarried man. Would the woman, under the circum. 
stances, have ventured to make this complaint, so shameful to her own; self, 
if her modesty had not actually suffered at the hands of the accused? Asa 
judicial officer, the Maulvi should certamly have weighed the case more care- 
fully, should have seen the complainant and heard what she and the other party 
had got to say, before dismissing the case as frivolous. - 

The ill-feeling between the bench and the bar is causing much inconve- 
nience. As a judicial officer, the Maulvi has lost the confidence of the people. 

8. The Sanjivant of poe = rap as vg ere _ Mr. sang Saunvant, 
" sid ubdivisional Officer of Ranaghat, has given up Deo. 10th, 1898. 

Ls Officer of practice of inflicting the punishment of whipping» 

right and left upon accused persons. The writer 1 
is very glad to know this, but he is sorry to learn that Mr. Craven is innocent of it 
Bengali. His ignorance of Bengali certainly interferes with his administering | i 
justice properly. Let Mr. Craven: learn Bengali, and there will no longer be 
failure of justice in his Court. | 


ERR BES 


9. The Nasratul Islam of the 12th December is sorry that Mr. Douglas,  yisnarvi-terax, 
f —.. .  . . District and Sessions Judge of Dacca, did not allow _ peo. 12th, 1898. 
aeeere for namde refused to @ 9 Muysalman juror, named Golam Kuddus Chau- | 
ey oe _. dburi, to leaye the Court for a few minutes to say a 
his namdz (prayer). It is true that the hearing of a case was going on at the 
time, and it is against the a of a law Court for a juror to leave it then, 
But, on the other hand,.a Musalman who is physically able to say his namdz, 1s 
not allowed, under any circumstance to omit saying it at its appointed tame. 
Such being the case, the Musalman juror was entitled to get leave for a few 
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minutes. ‘The higher judicial authorities ought to take notice of the matter. 
- 10. The Dacca Gazette of the 12th December writes:— - 

Pe ee sey 3 Maulvi Fazlal Kayim is a man of notoriety. It 
Maulvi Fazlal Karim. | is gaid that he has earned notoriety almost at every 
lace where he has gone on official: business. From. Medaripur he came to 

Dacca.- Even here he has not failed to display his characteristic capriciousness, 
so that the District Magistrate was once obliged to treat him like a school-boy, 
by subjecting him to hard-and-fast rules relating to the hour of leaving office. 
‘the authorities have not thought it proper to.dseep so shining @ jewel long in 
Dacca, They haye, therefore, ae sferred him to Munshiganj. 
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" Wellington earned the glorious title of ‘Hero of a hundred fights.” Our 

Maulvi, too, well deserves the title of “A giver of a feast with a hundred 
dishes,” What wonder that such a man should earn high distinction in high 
quarters ? : 
After his arrival in Dacca he gained the good graces of the Magistrate, the 
Judge and the Commissioner. The ‘‘executive” Judge, Mr. Douglas, found a 
worthy ally in the Maulvi. What has he to fear who has the Magistrate, the 
Judge and the Commissioner—Brahma, Vishnu and Maheswar—for his 
supporters ? : : 


Munshiganj is a famous place, and the plantain of Rampal is well known. 
It is to be hoped that on his arrival at Munshiganj, the Maulvi will make a 
good use of this plantain. 


The people of Munshiganj are fools. Failing to understand the real circum- 
tances of the case, they have approached Government with an unreasonable 
prayer, which is not likely to be granted. It is rumoured that Government is 
making private enquiries about the Maulvi’s conduct. | 


(d)—Education. | 
SANSODEINI, 11. A correspondent of the Sansodhini of the 30th November complains 
Nov, 30th, 1898. that the Superintendent of the Chittagong Madrassa 


Jobbery in the Chittagong Mad- has done injustice to local Musalman candidates by 


Arig. to certain officiating posts candidates 
from Dacca. The local candidates were, in point of education, much superior 
to the candidates hailing from outside the district. The Superintendent was, 
for a long time, a resident of Dacca. Hence his partiality for Dacca men. He 
is also in the habit of looking upon Chittagong teachers as men of very inferior 
merit, no matter how high their educational qualifications may be, 


Hiravanr, -  .12, The Hitavadi of the 9th December complains that at the last B. L. 
Dec. 9th, 1898. eg re examination, the eighth, eleventh and _ twelfth 
ee questions in the fifth paper, the second question 
relating to trustees in the second paper, and the third, eighth, ninth and eleventh 
questions in the seventh paper were all set from unprescribed portions of the 
text-books. Again, there were no questions on Muhammadan lew in the fourth 
paper, nor any from Blackstone in the second paper, whilst the tenth and 
eleventh questions in the last paper were questions which ought to have been 
incorporated in the fourth paper. In consequence of these irregularities, the 
examiners and moderators will be put in a difficult position, if they find that 
some candidates have answered the questions referred to, either wholly or 
partially, and that others have not. It is not yet known how the learned 
niversity authorities will solve the question. Common sense hardly suggests 
i any reparation of the injury which has been done to the candidates in this way. 
_ The President of the Faculty of Law, however, is requested to take pity on the 
if candidates and prevent their unnecessary massacre. , 


Trassa. 


Mmm o-Sopmaxas, 13. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar of the 9th December understands that the 
Dec, 9th, 1898. District Board of the 24-Parganas will soon appoint 


D Lorna in the Education three Sub-Inspectors in the place of the existin 

al inspecting pandits, and observes that the Boar 

.| ought to appoint ableand efficient Musalman graduates to these posts, in order to 

encourage and expedite the progress of Musalman education. Education is not 

likely to spread among the Musalmans, so long as inspecting officers in the 

re a epartment are not more largely recruited from among educated 
usalmans. 


iMimmoSupmcss, 14, From a perusal of the Resolution on the Administration Report of the 
| ‘Presidency Division, writes the same paper,: it 
a PRs nse ge Dike Doe appears that the bulk of the revenue was derived 
sion. from the land, that is to say, from agriculturists, 

of whom the great majority are Musalmans. Out 
of the total revenue, about eleven lakhs were spent on education; but it is not 
known how much of the amount was devoted to the promotion of the education 
of those who paid the largest amount of revenue. ‘‘ Special steps,” runs the 
report, “had been taken for the encouragement of Muhammadan education; 
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but no improvement has as yet been shown.” The Resolution does not expli- 
citly mention the particular steps which were taken for the promotion of 


Musalman education. If Inspecting Pandits, Sub-Inspectors and Deputy — 


Inspectors of Schools had been more liberally recruited from among educated 
Musalmans, it could have been said that special steps had been taken to encourage 
Muhammadan education. According to the report, the number of Musalman 
upils declined by 3,355, and they were also less successful at examinations. 
Let the Government appoint educated Musalmans more largely to posts in the 
Education Department, and their efforts to promote Musalman education will 
be crowned with success. . sink : 
is oe te 15. The same paper publishes the following 
ase edeete of the Calcutta petition to the Li Ai sell ge~semcsnr th on behalf of 
Madrassa. the Arabic students of the Calcutta Madrassa :— 


~ To His Honovr, tae Lizurenant-Governor or BENGAL. 


The humble petition of the students of 
the Arabic Department of Bengal 


MosT RESPECTFULLY AND HUMBLY SHEWETH— 


That on the 14th July last, at the time of Your Honour’s visit to the 
Calcutta Madrassa, being informed from the Superintendent that the students of 
the Arabic Department pass their lives very miserably, Your Honour was 
pews to say that the wretched condition of your petitioners will meet with 

our Honour’s favourable consideration. That there being no such high 
officers as to bring the miserable condition of your petitioners to the notice of 
the Government, your poor petitioners made an attempt to do so by publishing 
it in the Mshir-o-Sudhakar of the 9th September 1898, and to our greatest 
satisfaction we have been informed tkat Your Honour’s attention has been 
drawn to the matter. : | 

Hence the earnest and most respectful solicitation of your poor petitioners 
is that Your Honour will be graciously pleased to grant their prayers by passing 
the following rules with a view to ameliorate the condition of your poor 
petitioners :— : 

1, That everything connected with marriage &c., talak, khola (divorce 
either by hushand or wife), denmonar (or any contract), may be registered by 
the Marriage Registrar, without which no claim or suit may be brought against 
anyone. For there being no such rule, the Marriage Registrars cannot earn 
bread sufficient for themselves, not to speak of maintaining their families. — 

2. That instead of the marriage contract bond and divorce bond being 
registered to the Sub-Registrars and Marriage Registrars, Registrars muy be 
empowered exclusively for doing the same. | 

3. The number of Marriage Registrars in every district may be more than 
the number of Sub-Registrars, and that the posts of Marriage Registrars may 
be conferred exclusively to the students of the Arabic Departwent. 

4. That the business of inspection in Junior Madrassas or schools where 
Arabic and Persian are taught is not prepersy done, as most of the visiting 
officers are not acquainted with those languages, and with a view to remedy 
the defect some Arabic and Persian-knowing Muhammadan Sub-Inspectors 
may be appointed in each district. Kis 

5. That the students passing the higher Madrassa standard with a little 
knowledge in English, such as that of the second or third class of the Entrance 
standard, may be entitled to beappointed Sub-Inspectors of Schools, and that 
the student passing the Junior Madrassa standard and the certificate-holders 
of the lower class of Senior Madrassa standard may be appointed Inspecting 

Pandits. : ras 

6. That the students peaiieg the higher Madrassa standard with such 
knowledge in English as mentioned in the preceding paragraph may be entitled 
to be appointed Sub-Registrars and Excise Sub-Inspectors and may be allowed 
to appear in the Police Sub-Inepectorsbin Examinatio a ase 
“That the business of copying and translating the documents in Urdu 
and Persian which in most o ae —_ are at egg done by _ 
employed temporarily may be performed by some men employed permanently, 

that the ‘sauant bol created may, be conferred on the students of 


the Arabic Department. 


 Minir-o-SupHaDar, 
Dec. 9th, 188, 


MIBIR-O-SUDHAKAB. 


Dec. 9th, 1898 


HitavabDl, 
Dec. Oth, 1898. 
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8. That the prea h thd the higher Madrassa standard may be en; 
ership 


titled to appear at the Pl Examination of lower Court and the Muktar- 
ship Examination of the High Court. x 

9. That they may be entitled to enter the Survey Department. ; 

10. There being no Urdu and Persien-knowing man in most of the 
head offices of Postal Departmert of Bengal, there arises great difficulty in 
delivering letters with address written in these languages, hence the prayer 
is that there may be one Urdu and one me Be mS clerk in every head 
office. And Your Honour’s petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray. 

Representative of the students, Arabic Department, Mohommad Maniraz. 
gman, Head Maulvi, Kumedpur Madrassa, P. O. Pirganj ‘ Rangpur). 


 KuMEprvuR; 
The 9th Decemter 1898. 


ww 


16. The same paper has the following :— 


The Musalmans, deprived of: their sover- 

se of educa- gignty by the English, at first used to hate the 
study of the English language. This was no 

doubt a short-sighted og The Sanskrit College for the Hindus and the 
Madrassa College for the Musalmans were simultaneously established. The 
Hindus were far-sighted enough to introduco into the Sanskrit College the 
system of imparting English education side by side with Sanskrit education. 
The Musalmans, however, kept everything English out of the Madrassa 


‘curriculum. But they had to feel the consequences of their action very soon. 


In Government offices all business began to be transacted in English instead 
of in Persian as before; Persian ceased to be the office language. The Musal- 
mans consequently began to be deprived of posts in the Government service 
while the Hindus monopolised almost all the loaves and fishes of the service, 
leaving to their Musalman brethren the posts of peons, chaprasis and orderlies, 

The Musalmans have now become quite helpless and nothing but the 
kindness of the Government can save them. We, therefore, pray His Honour 
to take our pitiable condition into his consideration and remove the obstacles 
in the path of our education, Let His Honour give us the means of maintain- 
ing ourselves and our families in ease and comfort. | a8 

The system of education in vogue in our Madrassas is highly defective and 
is badly in need of reform. A Madrassa student has to labour very hard to 
pass the last examination in Arabic, but his qualification in that language does 
not help him even in acquiring his daily bread. If the Musalman student 
could devote to the study of English the time which he is called upon to 
devote to the study of Arabic, he would certainly acquire a high proficiency 
in that language and qualify himself for high posts in the public service. But 
thanks to the Madrassa system of education, a Madrassa student is innocent 
even of Bengali—the language without a knowledge of which nothing can be 
done in Bengal. If the Bengali Musalman knew even Bengali he could secure 
posts in zamindaris or practise as a mukhtar, . | 

It has become urgently necessary to introduce English into the Madrassa 
curriculum and to teach Bengali to Bengali Madrassa students. Without a 
knowledge of English and Bengali nothing can be done in Bengal. Let the 
Musalmans who know English and Bengali be encouraged, but by all means 
let the study of English and Bengali be made compulsory in the Madrassas. 


(¢)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


17. The Hitavadi of the 9th December had received a telegram to the 


following effect :— 
The Vice-Chairman of the 


Pes a. _ “The Vice-Chairman of the South Barrack- 
— re ee ‘pore Municipality, inhis capacity as the President 
of the Talpukur-Barrackpore Hari Sabha, has sold the Sabha premises to the 
Municipality without consulting the members of the Sabha. The Munier 
pality’s object in acquiring the building is to convert it into a depét for 
mehters, and the President of the Sabha is about to devote the sale-proceeds 
to the benefit of those who’ supported him by their yotes, namely, to the 
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excavation of some tanks for their use. The Lieutenant-Governor’s interference 

in the matter is required.” bi : 
The Editor cannot say how far the statements made above are correct. 

The President of the Sabha deserves blame if he has really acted in the 


manner described. 


18, The same paper draws attention to the inconveniences of the present 
ee tramway service in Calcutta. The municipalit 
Pes Ben. ‘Glaser ses seems more intent on the destruction of the pore 
| st ny than on its reform and improvement. It is 
the pressure which the municipality has been putting upon the Company for 
the last two tages that has brought it to its present miserable condition. 
Abolition of the tramway service may prove advantageous to owners of private 
carriages, but it will be a source of ‘afi 
‘The municipality has lost the sympathy of the writer in this tramway affair. 
The Calcutta public does not sympathise with Mr. Simmons’s proposals at the 
last municipal meeting for the persecution of the Company. 


s 


(g)—Raslways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


19. The Hitavadt of the 9th December complains that, in consequence - 


A andes ete ale of the conduct of the station-master of: Pakour on 


station-master. : the East Indian Railway in prosecuting those who - 


enter his office for trespass, the public and specially 
the trading community are suffering great inconvenience. A man who was 
found on the platform without a ticket at train time is being prosecuted for 
trespass instead of being compelled to pay his fare from the station from which 
the train started. 


20. The Hitavadi of the 9th December writes as follows :— 

We shall try to explain why no steps have 
been taken against the Mohan‘a of Chandranath 
in Chittagong, in spite of repeated complaints 

inst him, and we shall try to ascertain whose support has enabled the 
Mohanta to become so high-handed. 


The readers of the Hitavadi are not unacquainted with Rai Kailss Chandra 
Das, Bahadur, who was the chief actor in the Manisty affair of Chittagong. 
It is this gentleman who, in weal as well as woe, is a fast supporter of the 
Mohanta. But who is Rai Kailas Chandra? What sort of a manishe? How 
did he come to form a friendship with the Mohanta? What reputation an 
what influence has Kailas Chandra in Chittagong ? 


Unsuccessful in his University career, Kailas Chandra entered the service 
of Government as a clerk. By his ability he gradually rose to the Manager- 
ship and then to the General Managership, and entered the rapk of Deputy 
Magistrates. His next reward was elevation to a Rai Bahadurship. As a 
member of the Subordinate Executive Service, he failed to pass a grade 
examination; but through the influence of some high official or in some other 
way, he got exemption from it. Itis true he is deaf and sickly, but these 
physical defects did not, in the. eye of the Government, incapacitate him for 
the public service, especially as the creation of the post of Sub-Manager 
removed any inconvenience that might have resulted from the General Manager's 
physical defects. It is not strange that the Government has a very high 
opinion of Rai Kailas Chandra. Gis ability stood prominently out in con- 
nection with the Manisty affair. He has got his son appointed as a Sub-Regis- 


~The case of the Mohanta of 
Chandranath in Chittagong. 


_trar and a dependant of his, one Rames Chandra Sinha, as a Sub-Deputy under - 


himself. | 
-_Jt is such an influential man as the Rai Bahadur, who is the Mohanta’s 
faithful friend in all danger. But how came such an intimacy to be formed 
between an ascetic Hindu Mohanta. and an enlightened Brahmo like the Rai 
Bahadur? The secret of the friendship, according to rumour, is the fact that 
the Rai Bahadur in the keeper of the Mohanta’s secret treasure. It is all very 
good for the Mohanta in his sunny days to have his wealth deposited with the 
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nite hardship to the general public. — 
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Rai Bahadur, but it is doubtful: whether this deposited treasure will come to his 


use when he falls on evil days, | | « 
The intimate friendship existing between the Mohanta and the Rai Baha- 
dur was clearly proved by the latter's deposition in the case against the 
Mohanta relating to the taxes imposed by him on a The Rai Bahadur. 


in the course of his deposition, stated on oath that he helped the Mohanta, 
whenever he thought his request for help reasonable and help necessary. | 


Facts like these have led the public to believe that it is due to the Rai 
Bahadur’s intercession that the report regarding the Mohanta has been shelved. 
It is ramoured that the Rai Bahadur’s intercession succeeded with the Magis- 
trate, who, in his turn, has asked the Commissioner not to be hard upon the 
Mohanta. We cannot believe this rumour. But Government ought to look 
into the papers of the case and disabuse the public mind on this point. 


2), From a perusal of the published abstract of the Famine Commis- 
| ___ gion’s report, the same paper considers the Commis- 

Commissions sion to have pode 4 its views in an unbiassed 
spirit, The Government probably expected that 

the Commission would praise it for its famine administration, but its expecta- 
tion has not been completely fulfilled. According to the Commission, the 
experience gained in the last famine has proved that landholders, artisans 
and cultivators have acquired the power of resisting distress from scarcity, 
but the condition of the labourers has become worse, inasmuch as their power 
of resisting the effects of a famine is gradually diminishing. Again, whilst 
giving credit to the Governments of Bengal, Bombay, nt Burma, the 
Punjab and the North-Western Provinces for their efficient famine adminis- 
tration, the Commission has condemned the unwise step taken in the North- 
Western Provinces and Chota Nagpur in prematurely reducing the rates of 
relief, and the inability of the Government of the Central Provinces to realise 
the gravity of the situation in time and to give relief when relief was-needed 
and when thousands of lives could be saved. A similar mistake in Shahabad 
has also been pointed out by the Commission. The Commission has also 
pointed out the inadequacy of the relief rendered in some places, on account — 
of the rates not having been fixed with reference to the prices of food articles. 
The Commission is wrong, however, in giving the Bengal Government credit 
for economical famine administration. The expenditure incurred in the 
Shahabad, Champaran and Muzaffarpur districts, where Kuropean officers on 
large salaries were employed, was certainly not economical. The expendi- 
ture would have been much smaller if, following the example of the North- 
Western Provinces, a cheap native agency had been employed for the work of 
supervision. 7 : 


The Fawine 
report. 


--JI1.—Learsiative. 


22. The Hitavadi of the 9th December has the following on the Calcutta 
i diac tits mess Municipal Bill:— _ 

the Select Committee. =~——CiC,:~C*é‘<‘é ©Wee=drave nt been very much assured by the 
manner in which. the Select Committee on the 
Municipal Bill is working. The opinions of the native members are bemg 
swept away by the strong current of official opinion, and the Government is iu 
fact doing as it pleases. The Bill, on the whole, will, therefore, be passed in 
the form in which it will be carried through the Select Committee. It is no 
exaggeration to say that Local Self-Government will be abolished in Calcutta, 
if the selection of the members of the General Committee is effected in the . 

manner proposed in the Bill. The reduction of the number of members of | 
that Committee from 18 to 12, and the election of only four among these 12 
members by the elected Commissioners will be tantamount to depriving the latter 
of all voice in the municipal administration of the town. Of the 12 members, 
four will be nominated by the Government, four by Euro from among the 
mercantile community, and the remaining four will be pnt by the elected 
Commissioners from among their own body. This means that the first eight, who 
may be called official members, will carry everything their own way, in complete 
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disregard of the opinions of the four representatives of the rate-payers. The 


objections raised by the Hon’ble Babus Narendra Nath Sen and Surendra Nath 
Banerji and the Hon’ble Prince Bakhtiar Shah against: the proposed: numerical 
constitution of the General Committee were overborne by the official majority, 
thus giving an idea of the manner in which non-official opinion will be set at 
naught by official members in the meetings of the General Committee. The 
Hindu and Musalman rate-payers who pay the largest portion of the rates will 
get only four representatives, whilst the Europeans who contribute the smallest 

ortion to the municipal revenues will get as many as eight representatives! 
it is not, certainly, far very wrong of us to take all the eight members, namely, 


the four elected by the merchants and the four nominated by the Government, 
as representing the European community. 


The General Committee will have supreme authority in almost everything. 
Sir John Woodburn’s utterances led us to expect that the general control of 
both income and expenditure would be vested in the general body of the Com- 
missioners. But the Select Committee is not for leaving even this privilege to 
them. Under the existing law, the Commissioners fix the salary of the Chaire 
man; but the Select Committee has altered this provision, and given to the 
Government the power of fixing the Chairman’s salary. Thus the Commis- 
sioners will have no other power left to them, except that of fixing the rates, 
whilst the General Committee will have a free hapa in the matter of expendi- 
ture. It is true the Government is giving the Commissioners some power in 
certain small matters of expenditure, but this will be nothing considering the 
entire income and expenditure of the municipality. The Commissioners are 
going to be deprived of their powers by way of reward for their past services, 


which haye elicited praise even from the officials. This is certainly reward of 
a novel sort. . : 


23. The Dacca Prakash of the 11th December writes as follows with 
i aia ae aie reference to the Glanders and Farcy Bill:— | 
er Coe ee ee Even where the Government means well, it 
does harm in consequence of its officers not knowing the real state of 
things in this country. Of the natives who enter the Legislative Councils, few 
are acquainted with the true condition of the people. They are either English- 
educated Babus who know nothing of their country and countrymen, or Rajas 
and Nawabs who pass their time in the zanana, in the company of dancin 


girls. ‘To tell the truth, most of the measures passed by the Legislative Councils 
betray a lamentable ignorance of things in India, : 


The above remarks apply to the Glanders and Farcy Bill, which has been 
brought forward in the Imperial Legislative Council. The passing of the Act 
will lead to oppression. ‘There are few horses in the Bengal villages, and no 
epidemic is likely to break out among them. So far as the Bengal villages are 
concerned, the proposed measure is wholly unnecessary, and it will, if passed, 
prove a source of tyranny and oppression. 


VI.—MiscetLangous. 


24. The Sanjivani of the 10th December has the following:— _ 

' ° A week has passed away, and yet there has 
been no election of delegates for the Madras 
meeting of the National Congress. This is certainly to be regretted. Will not 
the Bengalis this year join in the worship of their Mother Land? Will ce 
not take part in the Matri-Yajna (sacrifice for the mother)? Will not Ben 
politicians sacrifice their interests for the good of their country? We cannot 
even contemplate that those who gave signal proofs of self-sacrifice in the 
last meetings of the Provincial Conferences, will not join this year’s meeting 
of the Congress. We fail to understand why the Calcutta public have not 
yet given up their lethargy. Let the Calcutta people show an éxample to 
their mufassal brethren. If delegates are not elected within a week, they will 
not be able to take part in the Congress deliberations. Those who do not. 
think it a great good fortune to be able to take part in the Maitri- Yajha, are 
not yet fit to serve their mother country, = = =— | 


The coming Vongress. 
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~ Urerva Papers. 


y 


25, The Utkaldipika of the 24th September opposes the pro 

the transfer of Munshi A a Summad, tage ag 
) Registrar of Cuttack, made by a certain number 
of Muhammadans of Cuttack to the Inspector of Registration, who had been | 
lately to Cuttack on an inspection tour, and observes that the proposers were 
actuated by mean motives, and had nothing to say against the Sub-Recistrar 
as an officer of Government. On the other hand, the Sub-Registrar, the writer 
observes, discharges his duties satisfactorily, and the people of Cuttack are 
satisfied with him. | 


26. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 28th September has reason to 


believe that the settlement of Orissa has prov 

weedneees ee very injurious to the interests of baziastit sth 
rajdars, who have béen required to pay at a rate which is simply exorbitant. 
What is more lamentable is that the history of their tenure has been entirely - 
forgotten, and they have been brought down to the level of the ordinar 
mahal raiyats. ‘This unwise proceeding completely frustrates the object for. 
the accomplishment of which many baziafti lakhiraj tenures were created 
in the past by Hindu and Muhammadan donors. ae 


The Sub-Registrar of Outtack. 


AssaM PAPERS. 


27. The Paridarsak of the 30th November disapproves of the grant 


f Rs. 500 ble i 
Two unwise acts of the Sylhet : : +e bor or ee three years, for the 


Municipality. rebuilding of the Sylhet Town Hall at a time like 


this, when the financial condition of the Sylhet 
Municipality is most straitened and when money is so urgently needed for 
sanitary improvements. The residents of Sylhet are suffering from diarrhea, 
dysentery, fever and spleen and liver complaints by drinking impure water, 
and are also dying in large numbers. In this state of things, the municipality 
ought to spend every pice it can spare for the supply of good drinking water, 
instead of wasting its funds:on less important objects. Not a pice should be 
spent on any other object so long as the health of the town is not improved. 
It is hoped the Chief Commissioner will refuse his assent to such a whimsical 
proceeding of the Commissioners. Another whimsical act of the Commissiuners 
has been to provide a firewood depét, not at the Dubri Haora burning ghat 
in the suburbs of the town, but at the Municipal office, which is fully one mule 
distant from the burning ghat ‘I'he price of a bundle of firewood, sufficient 
to cremate a dead body, is about four annas, and its carriage from the Municipal 
office to the ghat will cost about three annas; whilst if the firewood had been © 
kept near the burning gh4t, the cremation of a dead body would have cost 
only four annas. In the rainy season large numbers of boats bring firewood 
to the Dubri ght, and the municipality might purchase the wood and easily 


store it on the spot. What objection there could be against such a course 18 
not conceivable. 


28. The same paper says that though it is only the month of December, 
severe water-scarcity is felt in every household 
"in Sylhet. The-water of even the trial well in 
Chowhatta has become quite unfit for drinking. The consequence is that 
various diseases are prevailing in the town and carrying off large numbers. It 
has become absolutely necessary to provide Sylhet with works for a pure water- 
supply. The cost of such works cannot be less than Rs. 1,20,00». With 
an income of only Rs. 18,000 or Rs. 19,000 a year, the municipality cannot be 
expected to execute such water-works with its own money. It is the duty of 
the Assam Government, following the example of the Bombay Government, to 


Water-supply in Sylhet town. 


_ come forward with a moiety of the required sum, and to supplement it by 
‘raising subcriptions from among rich landholders. It is hoped that when the 


Chief Commissioner next visits Sylhet, he will take up the proposal He will 
be able to collect large sums of money from the local zamindars. 
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99. ‘The same paper contains the following>—~. de Cae 
ee Malaria is depopulating Sylhet town. 


a ee The following table gives the number of births 
and deaths in.the Sylhet town for each of the three months which have just 
expired :— 


—_—_—— 


NUMBER OF DEATHS== 

M : n = aes ee Total of 
—. of births, | % oulldren | deaths 

: "| stillkorn. | pion Retin: From other saeeet 
causes. | 


September ... — ve 23 3 34 31 — 
October ja ‘ii 25 5 | eee ee 99... . ng 
November... bas 24 2 60 9. |. @. 


——— 


It is easy to perceive that the town will be soon depopulated, if the 


ravages of malaria are not stopped. in the last census of the town the 


population was 14,027; but if its death-rate goes on increasing as it is now 


doing, in the next census the population will be less than half of that shown in — 


the last census. The death-rate in the Bombay plague was twelve p 
thousand, but the malaria epidemic in Sylhet carried of 31 in a thousand last 
year, as stated in the Assam Sanitary Report. And this state of things can- 
not be improved so long as Sylhet does not get a good water-supply and a good 
drainage. Government spent large sums in Bombay and Calcutta, and it ought 
to do something for Sylhet. —s. 

30. According to the same paper, Mr. Hart, Subdivisional. Officer of 
i a ais Maulvi Bazar, in the Sylhet district, is in the habit 
stk “°F of losing his temper. on seeing anyone pass before 
pe : him with am umbrella over his head, and goes 
out to beat such a passenger with his stick, Recently he ordered a native 
officer of high position to tear up his umbrella. Mr. Hart commits many other 
acts of zu/um of a similar nature. The appointment of a hot-tempered youn 
man of unformed character like Mr. Hart to a subdivision is calculated to lea 


to oppression and miscarriage of etaage 


31. The same paper complains that an officer like Mr. Skinner, who. 


does not know Bengali well, and who is only a 
second class Assistant Commissioner, has been 
, placed in charge of au important subdivision like 
Karimganj. A more experienced officer should come there. | 

32. The same paper complains that at about a quarter after four, on the 
afternoon of the 8th December last, a constable 


The Subdivisional Officer of 
Karimgan]. 


4 sanetante i Syanet town. named Sadhu Singh broke to pieces with his baton 


a hookah which a villager was carrying in his hand, when passing the residence 
of the Police Inspector, Babu Hara Kisor Dhar. An enquiry is solicited. — 
33. The same paper contains the following article on the Assam Educa- 


) epa inuation of two 
The Assam Education Depart- tion Department in continuatio two other 


ment. articles on the same subject, which appeared in its 


| previous issues (Reports on Native Papers for Ist 
October, 1898, paragraph 47 and for 8th October, 1898, paragraph 34) :— 

In our first article we ventured to suggest the recegenienre of the Assam 
Subordinate Educational Service on the model of the Bengal Subordinate 
Educational Service, and submitted a scheme of such reorganisation for the 
Chief Commissioner’s consideration. Our attention has since been drawn to 
the fact that, under the existing arrangement of Government with the Welsh 
Mission, the post of the Shillong Head Master will always be held by a mis- 
sionary gentleman, on a fixed monthly allowance of Rs, 200. If that be the 
case, our proposed scheme should be modified alittle. Instead of two appoint- 
ments in the second class as we proposed, there’should, in that case, be three, 
and there may be two posts instead of three in either the 4th or the 6th class, 


PaRIDARSAK, 
Nov. 30th, 1898. 


PaRIDARSAK, 


PaRIDARSakK, 


PARIDARSAK. 


PABIDARSAK, 


rar 
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os 
as Government may, having -regard to financial consideration, be pleased to 
decide. Our modified scheme (ill thus stand a8 follows :— 8 . 


| : ae Re, Rs. 
Class I Se Be |. °° "aie 250 
an 3 200 600 
2a: ba - 175 350° 
ee * | ce oe 150 300 
eek | | bee vite 4 425 500 
“ee Ses we 3 100 300 
Total 15 ee +00 2,300 : 


On Rs. 2,350 if there be two posts in the 6th’and three in the 4th class, our 
proposed reorganisation will entail on Government an additional expenditure of 
Rs. 100 or Rs. 150 a month, which an able administrator like Mr. Cotton, who 
has always been the great friend of education, will find little difficulty to spare 
for the amelioration of the Educational Service. , | 

There is a prize appointment of Rs. 250 for Police Inspectors of exception- 
ally approved service. Educational officers deserve, in our humble opinion, as much 
consideration at the hands of Government as Police Inspectors Educationally 
the former class of officets are required to be much superior to the latter class, 
As to the relative responsibility of the two classes of officers, we do not feel 
ittclined to hazard any opinion. The duty of the one is to check crime, 
while that of the other is to school the mind and mould the character of the 
rising generation. Officers of the Bengal Subordinate Educational Service get 
Rs; 250 in the first class. Deserving officers of that service are, moreover, 
eligible for promotion to thé Provincial Service. When there is no Provincial 
Educational Service in Assam, and when there are ten posts in the first class 
of the Bengal Subordinate Educational Service, we leave it to Mr. Cotton to 
judge whether our suggestion of creating one post of Rs. 250, as the first class 
of the Assam Subordinate Educational Service, is not a very modest and fair 
suggestion. males 

Then, as to our second suggestion—that of promoting deserving officers of 
the Educational Service to the Provincial Civil Service. 

The latest rules on the subject of recruitment of officers for the Provincial 
and Subordinate Civil Services were those published in the Assam Gazette of 
November 1892. It was laid down in those rules, which superseded all prévious 
rules on the subject, that deserving Sub-Deputy Collectors and graduates of the 
Indian Universities would, as a rule, be appointed Extra Assistant Commissioners. 
Sinee the publication of those rules declaring the policy of Government, 14 
ms, are pat as it appears from the Civil List, have been made in the Provin- 
cial Civil Service. Of thesé 14 appointments, 9 were given to Sub-Deputy 
Collectors, 3 to members of the Provincial District Bars, and 2 to Europeans: 
Now, under the declared policy of Government, deserving graduates of the 
Educational Service are eligible for promotion to the Provincial Civil Service 
like deserving graduates of the District Bars. We are quite alive to the fact 
that graduates of the Educational Service have not the legal training and 
experience which Saeye of the Bar have, and for this reason, we are of 
opinion that other things being equal, a graduate of the Bar should usually be 
given preference to a graduate of the Educational Service. But what we 
contend is that the claims of the graduates of this service should not totally be 
overlooked. If, for instance, four appointments are given to graduates of the 
Bar, let one at least be given to a graduate of the Educational Service. [t 1s 
well-known to the Chief Commissioner that in no other department of the 

Administration than the Educational are there graduates who may be promoted 
to the Provincial Civil Service. Had there been-a Provincial Educational 
Service in Assam, we would not have pressed this point so earnestly for the 
consideration of Mr. Cotton. Our ruler, we hope, will agree with us in think- 
ing that the Educational Service of his administration should, in the interests of 
the education of his subjects, be improved; and as the holding out of — 
to educational officers of promotion to the Provincial Civil Servi: ill unques- 


tionably go a great way towards improving the service without making any — 


extra demand on the Provincial revenues, this has appeared to us as one of the 
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best means of strengthening the service, which we beg most respectfully to 


submit for our Chief Commissioner’s sympathetic consideration, 
We have hitherto confined our attention to the Subordinate Education 
Service, or to the position of Head Masters and Deputy Inspectors only. We 
shall in this article briefly consider the position of the pandits or Sanskrit 
teachers of our High schools. We do not know if our enlightened Governor, 
who is a great patron of Sanskrit learning, is aware of the fact that the pandits 
of our Government High Schools have to commence service on Rs. 30, and to 
retire from if, after 30 years’ hard labour, when their pay is not a pice more 
than Rs. 30. ‘The pandits of all High schools in Assam are given a fixed pay 
of Rs. 30, which must always remain the same, howover qualified a icular 
andit may be, or however satisfactorily a particular man may do his duty. 
ope sustains life: but the poor pandit has to plod on from day to day, and 
from year to year, up till the termination of his dull and monotonous career of 


service, without any hope of promotion. Can it be reasonably expected that. 


such a class of men will show any life and energy in their work? The pandit 
has to teach Sanskrit to students preparing for the Entrance examination. In 
the school his position is superior to that of even the third master, whose pay is 
never less than Ks. 50. Moreover, to be a successful teacher of Sanskrit, the 
pandit must have a fair knowledge of English. It is an admitted fact that 
none who has not read up to the F. A. standard in English over and above 
pores @ sound ailiedine of Sanskrit, is competent to be a pandit of a High 

chool at the present time. And there are such pandits already in Assam Gov- 
ernment High Schools. But what are their prospects? We have been inform- 
ed of a case when a pandit of a Government High School, who is a “ plucked ” 
F’, A. and holder of a Sanskrit title, enjoying the reputation of a good Sanskrit 
scholar, was once a candidate for a post of Rs. 35 or Rs, 40, or the fourth 
mastership of the same school. He was not considered deserving of promotion 
to that post, merely on the score of his being a pandit, while another man was 
appointed, whose knowledge of even English was inferior to that of the pandit. 
One who has oo the Entrance examination only, or for the matter of that, 


a “ plucked ”’ F. A., is considered, as we have shown in our second article, 
4 etent to be a Head Master, but a ‘‘ plucked” F. A., holding a Sanskrit title 
O 


stinction to boot, is not considered deserving of promotion to a ‘oa of 
Rs. 40, for the only fault of his being a pandit. Is not this an anomaly? 

The above facts disclose a state of things which should in our humble 
opinion be remedied; and to that end we beg to ge that there be three 
grades for our High School pandits of Rs. 30, Rs. 40 and Rs. 50, respectively, 
or that all officers of the department; including the pandits drawing Rs. 30, 
form one list and be promoted to higher pay, according to seniority, as 


vacancies occur, There are 11 schools, including the Gauhati Normal School, | 


which have 11 pandits or rather head pandits, We beg to propose that there 

be two pandits on Rs. 50, four on Rs. 40, and five on Rs. 30. If, however, 
from financial or rather economical considerations the authorities do not feel 
inclined to adopt our above proposal, we do not see any difficulty in giving 
effect to the alternative suggestion which we have taken the liberty to submit. 
We hope our Director will be pleased to take this matter seriously into his 
consideration. He has, we are sorry to find, introduced no reform in the 
department up to the present time, and we fervently hope he will not belie our 


expectations. 
CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengak Translator. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 17th December 1898. 


H. 8.—Reg. No. 54150—77—21 12-98. 


: 


Ror pokes 


ap De G 


Ae 
ove 


bet 


SoTL = 8. 


2 ot ae 


